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SUBJECT: EC/EFTA CONVERSATIONS ON AGRICULTURE 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 2429 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTING WITH A SINGULAR LACK OF SUCCESS TO 
EXPLORE THE RUMORS OF EC/EFTA CONVERSATIONS ON AGRICULTURE MENTIONED 
IN THE AMBASSADOR'S CONVERSATION WITH LARDINOIS. THE LATTER SAID HE 
HAD ASKED FOR CONVERSATIONS WITH EFTA COUNTRIES ON DAIRY PRODUCTS, 
THOUGH HE KNEW THAT THIS MIGHT MEAN THAT THE EFTA COUNTRIES MIGHT 
SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS OTHER PRODUCTS (REFTEL). SOAMES' 

CHEF 

DE CABINET, HANNAY, TOLD US THAT THERE HAD INDEED BEEN CONVRSATIONS 
WITH THE EFTA COUNTRIES (THIS HAS BEEN CONFIRMED BY CONTACTS IN THE 
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TERMS OF CONSULTATIONS ON HOW TO APPROACH THE ISSUE OF AGRICULTURE 
IN THE MTNS, GIVEN THE SPECIAL EC/EFTA RELATION. HOWEVER. HANNAY 
SAID THAT HE WAS NOT FULLY INFORMED ABOUT WHATWAS INVOLVED AND 
SUGGESTED THAT WE TALK TO PHAN VAN PHI, DIRECTOR FOR RELATIONS 
WITH INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. PHAN VAN PHI DID NOT ADD MUCH. 
HOWEVER, BOTH HE AND THE COMMISSION DIVISION CHIEF IN CHARGE 
OF EC/EFTA RELATIONS, GOODCHILD, STATED THT NO ONE WAS 
ENVISIONING AN AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION OF THE EC/EFTA AGREE- 
MENTS. NEITHER, ON THE OTHER HAND, DENIED THE POSSIBILITY 
THAT THERE MIGHT BE AGRICULTURAL DISCUSSION ON PARTICULAR 
PRODUCTS. PHAN VAN PHI SAID THAT THE COMMISSION WAS 
CONDUCTING IN GENEVA AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AND COMPARISON OF 
NOTES ON HOW TO HANDLE THE MTN WITH A NUMBER OF ITS MTN TRADE 
PARTNERS, INCLUDING EFTA AND THE UNITED STATES. HOWEVER, HE 
DISCLAIMED KNOWLEDGE OF ALL OF THE DAY-TO-DAY CONSULTATIONS 
THAT LUYTEN OR ABBOTT WAS HAVING IN GENEVA. 

2. WE SUGGEST THAT IT MIGHT BE USEFUL FOR MTN GENEVA TO 
APPROACH ABBOTT ON THIS SUBJECT (LUYTEN IS A SECONDARY 
POSSIBILITY). WASHINGTON MAY WISH TO CONSIDER WHETHER IT 
WISHES TO ASK FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION IN EFTA CAPITALS. 

HINTON 
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